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Far the Prairie High School Concert Choir, Cedar Bapids, fowa, Michae! Beese, Conductor
atd their June 21, M8 performance af Washington Natioeal Cathedral.

Wade in de Water

Traditional Spiritual arr. Allen Koepke
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About the arranger imeseddiately (with 151 soprano dhythmi).
Allen Koephe, (b, 1939) has been a mu:-in: educator in lowa since 1960, A graduate of Luther College. Deco-
rahy, lowa [0 an M.A. from (e ity of N : s Professeg Emeritugof Choral Music
m Kirkw e ' T & gwargedhe i %r gf the Year™

by the C i __J . Y o ini sk cfmposer. He

has over fifty publish ii ’ .

Performance notes lrom the arranger

1. Be continually aware of the shift from the donan mode to the natural and meledic forms of the minor

scale. These alterations all oocur on the sixth and seventh scale degrees.

Accents should occur on most off-beat notes, especially on obvious syncopations. Accents were omit-

fed from the score to help keep it unclutiered.,

3. The style dictates that the speech not be over-anticulated, “Water™ should lean toward “wah-dih,” the
second vowel somewhere between “dih™ and “dub.” Simalarly, “de”™ should be formed with the same
vowel sound found in the French “je™ or “le”—NEVER “dee.” “Body™ should lean toward “bah-dih™
and “"cold™ showld be “cobe™ with a silent 1.

4. Inthe last two measuncs. the clash between the first soprano and alto on the word “trouble™ is intentional .
Emphasize this.

5. The bend in m. 76 needs 1o be synchronized with the Arst soprano as indicated, 1 should be no mone
than a half-step and should sound neither rushed nor labored, Work for a natural “dip™ and immediate
“rebound.”

6.  Conducting suggestran for ms. 37=3%: Use one large, slow beat for m. 37, one medium-sized, faster beat
for m. 38, and one small, quick beat for m. 39, Each time during the repeats a large downbeat inom. 37
should insure ¢veryone staving together during this twenly seconds of mayhem over the “trouble in de
water,”

7. The chorus should be conservative with the intensity of the heel stomps, especially when om risers. An
overly aggressive stomp may sound exciting, but it may bring down the choir mther than the house
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Range ke be by T e Recording
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